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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING  

November 20, 2017 

 
PRESENT: 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 

Joseph F. Sheehan  

Debbie Holmwood 

Al Porro 

Also Present: Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

                      Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 
Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski in 

Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall located on 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the minutes of October 30, 2017, seconded by Mr. 

Sheehan.   

VOTE 3-0 motion passed 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Sign for A&E Barbershop- 707 Washington Street, 

Anthony Alonzo 

Mr. Alonzo is proposing to install a 24”h X 138” w (2’h X 11.5w) primary wall sign that says 

“A&E Barbershop.”  The sign will consist of blue background with white lettering and contain 

“Barber” related imagery as shown in the rendering.  The sign will be constructed of PVC and 
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a tubular aluminum frame.  Installation of the new sign will be located above the main 

doorway facing Washington Street. 

Mr. Porro asked if there would be a change to the lighting of the building.  The applicants 

stated the lighting on the building will be not be lit at night.  Mr. Paciorkowski proposed that 

the landlord take down the light. 

Mr. Deschenes stated that the proposed sign is in compliance of Section 6.2.16.2 of the 

Zoning Bylaw and recommended that the Planning Board approve the proposed sign. 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the sign at 707 Washington Street, seconded by 

Mr. Porro. 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed.  

PUBLIC HEARING (Continued)- Site Plan Approval and Special Permit, Drive 

Thru Window- 940- 958 Boston Providence Highway- Matt Smith, PE. Norwood 

Engineering, James Hillard Esq. 

On November 17, 2017, Mr. Hillard submitted a request for a continuance of hearing to 

Mr. Halkiotis.  Mr. Hillard wanted time for his client to respond to the Memo submitted 

by Mr. Halkiotis.  The applicant also requested a continuance for the public hearing 

because there were only four Planning Board members present. 

The applicant is proposing a new building that is 8,130 S.F. The new building will be 

divided into two units which will consist of 5,940 S.F. retail space and a 2,190 S.F. 

restaurant with a drive-thru window.  

The existing building which will remain is 28, 620 S.F. and will be divided into three 

retail units.  The existing building will have Yankee Spirits (22,020 S.F.), Honey Baked 

Ham (5,000 S.F.), and one vacant unit. The buildings that will be demolished are: the 

Enterprise rental car building, (1,600 S.F.) and Hertz rental car building (3,700 S.F). 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that he inspected the site in order to observe if construction began. 

He noticed that the parking lot had been re-paved and re-striped.  

Matt Smith, PE at Norwood Engineering represented the applicant.  Mr. Smith stated that 

the work done on the property was done so for the new tenant, Yankee Spirits.   

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the applicant can repave the parking lot for the new tenant 

without Site Plan approval. 
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Mr. Halkiotis stated that they could repave and repaint, it is their right, being their 

property. What was the concern though was that the Site Plan calls for a new storm water 

management system to be installed, a new sidewalk layout, a new buffer along Route 1, 

and additional features that are present within the Site Plan, which has not been approved 

or even had an official hearing yet. 

Upon inspection of the property Mr. Halkiotis not only noticed freshly poured asphalt and 

re-painted lines, but also the sidewalks and parking lot islands had been staked out and 

bases for the lighting had been set. 

After a brief discussion of this the Planning Board and Mr. Smith reached the 

understanding that the current construction was for the already approved Yankee Spirits 

building in order for it to open before the Holiday Season and that further construction 

for the new proposed building and overall Site Plan would need to be done only after Site 

Plan Approval. This included instillation of the storm water management system under 

the newly poured parking lot.    

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to continue the public hearing for Site Plan Approval 

and Special Permit at 7:15PM on December 4, 2017, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Sign for Turchetta & Associates- 6 Park Street - 

Linda J. Coskren, Legal Assistant 

The applicant is proposing a primary front sign measuring 24” x 96” (2’ x 8’) that reads 

“Turchetta & Associates Attorneys at Law” and a secondary side sign measuring at 36” x 

60” (3’ x 5’).  The secondary sign will state the same message as well as the applicant’s 

business email and phone number.  Both signs will be ¾” thick black PVC and have gold 

leaf lettering and boarders.  The new signs have no planned illumination, but there is 

existing lighting on the building.   

Mr. Deschenes stated that the proposed primary sign is 16 S.F. and the proposed 

secondary sign is 15 S.F. which makes both proposals in compliance with sections 

6.2.16.2 and 6.2.16.4 of the Zoning Bylaws and as a result recommended that the 

Planning Board approve the proposed signs. 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the signs at 6 Park Street, seconded by Mr. 

Sheehan.  

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 
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DISCUSSION: Associate Planning Board Member and Remote Promotion 

Mr. Halkiotis proposed that a new Associate Planning Board Member position be created 

for Special Permit cases.  When a Special Permit case occurs, an Associate Planning 

Board Member could vote in an absence of a regular Planning Board Member.  The 

members of Planning Board expressed interest in this recommendation and Mr. Halkiotis 

agreed to further investigate the proposal. 

DISCUSSION: Forbes Hill Purchase  

Town Meeting members voted to purchase the Forbes Hill property.  A Task Force will 

be appointed by the selectmen to investigate options for use of the property.  Mr. 

Halkiotis is proposing that a Planning Board member be part of this Task Force.   

There are several scenarios in which the Forbes Hill property could be used.  The 

Perseveration scenario would require that the land would not be developed and would be 

protected.  The Forbes Mansion would be protected.   

The Limited Development Model would allow some portion of the property could be sold 

off, including the Forbes Mansion. The Forbes Mansion could also be protected. 

The Full Development scenario would allow for all the property to be developed.  

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan for the Planning Board to participate in the task force, 

seconded by Mrs. Holmwood. 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to adjoin the Planning Board Meeting, seconded by Mr. 

Sheehan. 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.  

Next Meeting: December 4, 2017 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Danielle Buskey 
 

 


